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What a difference a year makes! As we
went to press with Volume FV of The Journal
ofFaith and Science Exchange in late summer
2001, President George Bush was trying to
decide whether or not the federal government
should fund stem cell research. After much
consternation, he reluctantly approved limited
stem cell research using existing stem cell lines.
September 1 1 and its horrific events were
yet to occur; the possibility of human cloning
and stem cell research without embryonic
cells were yet to be announced; the unprec-
edented joint declaration of Pope John Paul
II and Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I
stating that protection of the environment is a
"moral and spiritual" duty was in the future;
Intelligent Design had not yet been mandated
by some school boards; announcements of the
discovery of eleven additional moons of Ju-
piter would come later; and the world— espe-
cially the science-and-religion field— had not
yet lost one of its finest sparring partners,
Stephen J. Gould.
Many of the above-mentioned events have
implications for the field of science and reli-
gion, as well as for the greater society. In re-
flecting on these events, there are many ad-
vances and other issues that affect us as part
of the human family. Scientific and techno-
logical progress raises new moral and ethical
concerns. The events of September U show
the power of hate and the vulnerability of even
the strongest nations. Thousands of innocent
people were killed; but in the aftermath, many
were also wrongly accused because of their
religious faith. Many faith communities took
the opportunity to leam more about Islam and
about the rich heritage that it has given to sci-
ence and society. In this volume. Dr. Muzaffar
Iqbal, the 2001 F&SE Spring Lecturer, dis-
cusses this rich heritage in his paper.
Volume V of the Journal includes papers
and essays of several types: student essays
from the Publishing Prize Competition, invited
and contributed papers from the 2001 Science
and Religion Colloquium, a presentation from
the F&SE Lecture Series, and integration pa-
pers from students in the Boston Theological
Institute's Science and Religion Certificate
Program. While not specifically planned, sev-
eral of these papers raise issues that are in some
way related to the events of the past year.
Protecting the environment has been one
of many goals in the science and religion field
for several years. The joint declaration by two
of the most powerful and influential religious
leaders in world was a milestone in environ-
mental responsibility. Speakers at the 2001
Science and Religion Colloquium addressed the
topic of water, from various and religious and
scientific perspectives. As we know, in many
part of the world, water— especially clean wa-
ter—is no longer a plentiful commodity. Some
economists fear that fumre wars may be fought
over water, rather than oil. Protecting, clean-
ing up, and preserving water resources need to
be a priority, not only for ourselves, but also
for future generations. Several papers in this
volume address the subject of water and other
topics relating to the environment.
Biotechnology and bioethics are common
subjects in science and religion. In late No-
vember 2001 , Advanced Cell Technology an-
nounced that human cloning was possible. In
spring of 2002, researchers at Tufts Univer-
sity School of Medicine and St. Elizabeth's
Medical Center of Boston announced that non-
embryonic stem cell research was possible. In
September 2002, scientists claimed ways to
preserve endangered species was through clon-
ing of enucleated cells and taking a slice of the
cell to begin the cloning process. All of these
The Boston Theological Institute Vll
advances in scientific research and technology
give rise to many questions in faith communi-
ties and the biotech industry, such that the in-
dustry has initiated discussions with faith com-
munities. Many of the issues are complex.
They can have a great impact on moral values
and society, and therefore they must be ad-
dressed. During the past year, F&SE received
a Local Society Initiative Grant to develop pro-
grams to educate the public in scientific and
ethical issues regarding four topics: gene
therapy, stem cell research, human cloning, and
genetically modified foods. Two student pa-
pers in this volume address the scientific and
moral issues regarding informed consent.
Intelligent Design, the Big Bang, and cre-
ationism have been introduced in the classroom
in some states in the U.S. Supporting sound
science in school curricula is laudable; advanc-
ing religious beliefs in the science classroom
seems to be both bad science and bad religion.
Fascination with the wonders of cosmol-
ogy and astronomy has continued for thousands
of years. Improved technologies have enabled
scientists to discover new moons, stars and
other solar systems. For example, in 1610
Galileo discovered four moons of Jupiter us-
ing a telescope that he made himself. Addi-
tional moons were discovered over the years,
but newer technology and equipment have
helped astronomers to detect twenty-two ad-
ditional moons in the past two years. Subsur-
face oceans on several of Jupiter's moons have
convinced some scientists that these moons can
support life. In viewing the heavens on a clear
night, I feel the presence of the Divine and the
vastness of the universe. The great expansive
sky seems to remind us that, as humans in the
universe, we are only a moment in its history.
Yet, during that brief moment, we have become
the discoverers of the cosmos and its wonders,
and many more discoveries wait ahead.
As I marvel at the scientific advances of
the past year and their affects on society, I am
reminded of comments made recently by
friends. Dr. James Skehan, S.J., and Dr.
Charles Townes. They say that God does not
reveal everything to us all at once. If so, there
would be no wonder, curiosity, questions, re-
search, or discovery, and we would lack a pur-
pose in life. Fortunately, new revelations are
made constantly and new questions arise from
them. Wonder, curiosity, research, and dis-
covery abound, and we do have a purpose for
life. The science-and-religion dialogue seems
to hold discovery and purpose in tension.
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